
Sewer Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  May 9, 2012 

Time:  4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Council Chambers, Town Hall 

 

Members Present:  John Dobbins, Chair; Wayne Stanforth, Garry Brumback, Cheryl Lounsbury 

and Christopher Palmieri 

  Ex-officio members present:  John DeGioia and James Grappone. 

Members absent:  Fred Rogers 

 

1. The meeting was called to Order by Chairman Dobbins at 4:31 p.m.   

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2012 

 

Chairman Dobbins requested a change under Old Business Item 3C, WPCP 

projects, Item 1, Facility Plan Update, that the limits for phosphorus levels be 

changed to 0.05 mg. /liter.  A motion was made by Chris Palmieri, seconded by 

Wayne Stanforth, and was voted to accept the minutes as revised.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

3. Old Business 

 

A.  Queen Street Pump Station Replacement 

 

There is no update on this project which is waiting for construction 

funding.  Garry Brumback reported that he has not heard from any of the 

Legislative delegates concerning possible grants associated with this 

project.  As a result, the project most likely will be included in the 

proposed Capital Improvement budget. 

 

B. Old Borough Interceptor 

 

Mr. Grappone indicated that this project is very close to being advertised.  

He has some finishing touches he needs to do on the specification prior to 

bidding, including verification that the job does not have to be prevailing 

wage.  Chairman Dobbins encouraged staff to keep moving on this project 

in an effort to complete the Farmstead final connection. 

 

C. On-Call Video and Cleaning Services – Review of RFP 

 

The Town received a total of five quotations.  Two from vendors that do 

video camera and inspection services in addition to minor to moderate 

cleaning and flushing.  The remaining are from vendors who do just video 

camera and reporting services.  Town staff indicated that all the vendors 

have been used in the past, and the majority of work previously was done 
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by the two larger firms, A & C Connection Inspection and New England 

Pipe Cleaning Company.  Cheryl Lounsbury wanted to be assured that A 

& C has the equipment to perform the work.  The other members 

suggested having a second vendor as a backup.  Upon a motion made by 

Chris Palmieri and seconded by Wayne Stanforth it was voted to have A 

& C Connection Inspection as the primary on-call video and cleaning 

service vendor and New England Pipe as a secondary vendor in the event 

that they could not mobilize in a timely manner.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

D. Plantsville Settling Tanks 

 

Chairman Dobbins stated that he visited the site to become familiar with 

the project and the review plans submitted by Woodard & Curran.  Mr. 

Grappone updated the members that it is possible with the receipt of 

prevailing wage rates that this project should be bid by next week. 

 

E. WPCP Projects 

 

i. Facilities Plan Update 

 

Mr. Grappone will get a letter report from Tighe & Bond for the 

next meeting.  The majority of the focus will be discussion of the 

digesters. 

 

ii. Digester Cleaning and Inspection 

 

Garry Brumback indicated that odor complaints have come in 

regarding the odorous condition of the digesters which have 

plagued Treatment Plant staff.  Town staff received a proposal 

from Tighe & Bond to include preparation of bid documents, 

assistance with bidding phase, providing part-time on-site 

assistance and administrative during the cleaning process, and 

inspection of the digesters and providing recommendations, for a 

not-to-exceed fee of $36,000.  Over the past few months, the 

digesters have become increasingly prone to clogging and there 

has been a buildup of heavy solids preventing normal operation of 

the digesters.  Removal of the solids has become critical to the 

continued operations of the Treatment Plant and control of odors 

around the Plant.  They were last cleaned sometime in the 1980’s, 

and staff was hoping that any work on the digesters could be 

deferred until the upcoming phosphorus upgrade project.  This is 

not the case.  The cost of cleaning the digesters is likely to exceed 

$500,000.  It is likely that the design services, including cleaning 

of the digesters, are not grant eligible because this is a maintenance 

item.  Mr. DeGioia indicated that the operating budget will pay for 
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this work.  A motion was made by Cheryl Lounsbury and seconded 

by Garry Brumback, and it was voted to proceed with design 

services of Tighe & Bond subject to Town Council approval for a 

not-to-exceed fee proposal of $36,000.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

iii. Phosphorus Update 

 

Mr. Brumback indicated that EPA is a driving force for the 

phosphorus limits.  Connecticut DEEP is taking a more scientific 

approach which may give the Town of Southington more time.  

Administrative issues will be discussed at an upcoming meeting 

with DEEP for potential draft permit and consent order to allow for 

terms for compliance.  Staff and other interested coalition towns 

will also contact their Legislators to apply more pressure on EPA 

to provide more opportunities to allow for the science to evolve 

over time.  There is a Senate Bill 440 which will (1) provide 

increased clean water funds for municipal WPCP projects 

concerning phosphorus removal; (2) ensure DEEP collaboration 

with affected municipalities; and (3) place restrictions on the use of 

phosphorus containing fertilizers. 

 

4. Communications 

 

A. Public 

 

i. Sandra Feld addressed the Committee concerning the metal salt 

issue related to phosphorus reduction.  Mr. Brumback indicated 

that the EPA process is flawed and now 43 towns are watching to 

see the outcome with respect to the phosphorus mandate. 

 

  Art Cyr had comments on the phosphorus limit consent order.  At 

this time, the Town is looking to make sure that there is a release 

clause in the consent order and draft permit. 

 

5. New Business 

 

A. Methanol Purchases 

 

 The low bidder for the month of May is Astro Chemicals at $1.425.  

Chairman Dobbins requested that Town staff  look into the possibility of 

other towns requesting methanol purchases to be included in a regional 

purchase. 

 

B. Judd Brook 
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Mr. DeGioia updated the members on the April 23 sewer backup at the 

former Belle Camperland property.  DEEP and Health officials were 

notified of the sewer backup.  The repair was completed with the 

assistance of Marek Brothers Construction which was as a result of impact 

damage around the sewer frame and cover.  The Town Attorney is 

reviewing the liability and the responsible party.  Town staff has protected 

the off-road manholes by concrete blocks. 

 

C. Other Matters – none. 

 

 6.         Adjournment:  

 

Upon a motion made by Garry Brumback and seconded by Chris Palmieri, it was 

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

James A. Grappone, Recording Secretary, Sewer Committee 


